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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been a really good first week back despite us being in such sad and worrying times. The children have settled back well and 
thrown themselves into a whole range of book-related activities leading up to, and including, a fantastic celebration of reading in 
World Book Day yesterday. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and patience around such recent things as having to close Apple and Bay Class due to Covid 
and then, on the very same week, closing the whole school due to Storm Eunice.  
 
At the start of next week, you will each receive a mid-year report for your child/ren, which can then form the basis of discussion 
during parent-teacher consultations on Tuesday or Thursday, which are again taking place via telephone. This report and the 
discussions will really help set the tone for the remainder of this academic year and identify some next-step targets. 
 
I would like to thank you for responding so positively and productively to my previous communication about ensuring children 
arrive promptly at school and are ready to learn for 8.50 in order to maximise learning time. Your efforts have been very much 
appreciated and this has been a real success. Schools’ punctuality is monitored externally and our local community police 
officers will be dropping by one morning soon to undertake a ‘late gate’, which I’ve seen in other schools be a really effective 
way or reinforcing expectations around punctuality. In order to help anyone struggling in this area, our family liaison officer, Jo 
Jones, will be part of this process in order to be able to offer or signpost support, as required. 
 
We are also sending home termly phase topic letters and curriculum information with this letter. 
 
Skipping 
We had an absolutely fantastic Heart Start Week before the holiday, starting with the air ambulance visit, progressing through 
first aid workshops and ending with the skipping workshops. It has been lovely to see so much skipping going on during play and 
lunch times this week, despite some dubious weather at times, and particularly seeing older children leading skipping activities 
for young ones. While on the subject of the younger children, the red weather warning led to us having to postpone EYFS and 
KS1’s workshops but we are very pleased to have been able to reschedule Lee from Skip Hop to come back on Thursday 17th 
March. Due to how successful these sessions were, we’ve actually booked Lee in to run training sessions in the afternoon for our 
midday supervisors, Year 5 and 6 play leaders and teachers so the whole school will be skipping before you know it! (Skipping 
ropes will again be on sale on that day). 
  
Support for Ukraine 
I have spent some time this week working with colleagues, Reverend McKenzie and our community to consider how we, as a 
school, can most effectively offer some form of support for some of those directly affected by the disaster currently unfolding in 
Ukraine. Having considered different options, as a school we are going to support the work being done by Save The Children in 
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this area. One of our parents, Alison, works for this charity (who are part of the Disaster Emergency Committee and have been 
supporting Ukraine since 2014) and is happy to be a face in our community for this work and will be able to come and speak to 
our older children about the vital work being done. 
Here is a link to some information about how you can help support this initiative and also to find out more about Save The 
Children’s work: https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/emergencies/ukraine-appeal. 
Also, here is an article on how to talk to children about the crisis: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60557186  
Finally, a number of the children are really keen to fundraise and I will be speaking to the School Council about taking this 
forward – details to follow. 
 
Red Nose Day 
There are many ways that we can help those in need and, in however small a way, help make our world (be that immediate, 
local or international) a better place. I talk about this to children in collective worship regularly, asking them to consider how 
they have made the world better as they drift off to sleep each night. Of course, daily, regular acts of kindness are the absolute 
key but charitable work and raising awareness are very important too. Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day is coming up on Friday 18th 
March and I think it is right that we still support this. 
 
This year, we are helping to support the charity Comic Relief by asking the children and staff to dress up as superheroes or wear 
red clothes for the day in return for a £1 charitable donation.  To help make it easier to donate, we will be setting up an online 
donation link via ParentMail, which will be shared with you closer to the time.   
 
I know that some children do not like to dress up and so hopefully they will feel able to either dress in red or wear a red 
accessory. If this is causing any unnecessary anxiety then please simply let your child’s class teacher know so that we can work 
together to help them. 
 
Covid-19 
Schools have this week received clarity about self-isolation and remaining off school, following the national changes to the legal 
requirement to self-isolate. Here is the relevant section from the local authority’s communication: 

 Adults and children who test positive on a PCR, or LFD test, will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for at least 5 full days and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received 2 
negative test results on consecutive days. 

 For staff or children who have any of the main symptoms, the public health advice remains unchanged and is to stay at 
home and avoid contact with other people.  They should order a PCR test and are advised to stay at home while waiting 
for the result. 

Sample question from GAPH (Gloucestershire Associate of Primary Headteachers): 
If families who have symptoms are showing symptoms but refuse a PCR or LFD (which then can now do) are we able to say that 
that child(ren) need to stay off for 10 days?  What if the parent refuses to do so? 
 
Local Authority’s response: 
Schools can refuse the child based on a reasonable judgement made by the school to protect others in the community, in the 
same way as we would with any other infectious disease e.g. chicken pox.  Schools should offer remote learning if child is well 
enough.  If schools are having issues relating to this, please contact SHE unit for specific advice. 

Covid-19 Emergency LA Conference Call 01/03/2022 
 

Volunteers 
Can you offer time each week to volunteer in school? If so, please contact Ele or Sarah in the school office to ask for a volunteer 
application form. We are at a point now with reduced Covid infection rates to be able to welcome volunteers back in school. This 
support is much needed, particularly owing to tight school budgets and the learning and emotional needs evident around the 
country following three years’ disruption during the pandemic. 
We are committed to safeguarding children and full safeguarding checks will be undertaken for all volunteers applying to work 
with children, as well as the taking up of references. 
 
Did you know? 
There is lots of information about our curriculum on the school website, including our the importance of Forest School. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Ian Moore 
Headteacher 
 

http://www.manorhouse.cheshire.sch.uk/our-awards-1/international-projects-1
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/emergencies/ukraine-appeal
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60557186
https://annedwards.gloucs.sch.uk/information/curriculum-information/forest-school-curriculum/


 
Key Dates   

 
Parents’ Evenings     8th March and 10th March 
Comic Relief     Friday 18th March – dress as a superhero or wear red / red accessory for  

£1 donation 
Class Photos     Monday 21st March    *New Date* 
YR5/6 Easter Experience    Tuesday 29th March 
Prayer Spaces in Class    Monday 4th April 
iSing Pop in-school day    Tuesday 5th April – information to follow 
YR5 Cycling Proficiency    4th April-8th April – 25th-29th April – information to follow 
Easter Church Service    Wednesday 6th April 9.30am 
Last day of term     8th April (1.30pm finish) 
INSET Day – school closed    Monday 25th April 
First day of term     Tuesday 26th April 
Art Week     26th – 19th April 
Bank Holiday     Monday 2nd May 
Dental Team Visit     Tuesday 3rd May    *New Date* 
Yr4 Braeside residential    4th-6th May 
Key Stage 2 (Year 6) SATs    9th-12th May 
Young Voices concert (Birmingham)  Tuesday 17th May    *New Date* 
Yr2 and Yr3 Badminton Trip   Thursday 19th May 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations  Friday 27th May – to include a special lunch: menu to follow 
Last day of term     Friday 27th May (3pm finish) 
Half Term     30th May – 4th June 
First day of term     Monday 6th June  
EYFS New parents meeting   Wednesday 15th June  
Bicentenary Evening Outdoor Concert  Tuesday 21st June: all children performing 
Ann Edwards Armed Forces Day   Friday 24th June  
AE 200th celebration exhibition at All Hallows Church Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th June 
AE 200th celebration service at All Hallows Church Sunday 26th June, 3pm  
Bicentenary Evening Outdoor Concert backup date Tuesday 28th June: all children performing if inclement weather 21.6.22 
Sports Day     Wednesday 6th July  
Year 6 evening performance   Tuesday 12th July 
Year 6 evening performance   Thursday 14th July  
Yr5 and Yr6 RAF Fairford Trip   Friday 15th July     *New Date*  
Last day of term     Thursday 21st July (1.30pm finish)  
 
2022/3 term and holiday dates are now available at https://annedwards.gloucs.sch.uk/calendar/ . 
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