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Dear parent’s and carers  
 
It’s Friday again and another two weeks of learning and fun have passed since my last newsletter. The summer term 
is passing by so quickly but we still have lots to cram in before the end of the academic year. 
 
We began the term with a focus on our school vision which included our first collective worship of the year where we 
were actually all physically together (outside and in bubbles) with me, Reverend McKenzie leading a worship about 
our ‘golden rule’ from Matthew 7:12 and Miss Lund leading one, ably assisted by Holly Class, about the school’s 
chosen Bible story, ‘The Good Samaritan’. There were lots of opportunities for the children to explore and discuss 
what our vision actually means and how they can act it out in their lives, leading to a take home task which you 
hopefully have all seen. This was a really important focus in helping to further embed our school’s Christian character 
and to help us all to be the best we can be. 
 
Later on in the term, week commencing 12th July, we are holding a Spirituality Week. This has been a focus for us, as 
it is for many schools, following our last SIAMS inspection in 2016 - Following staff training last year and further focus 
in class, we would like to embrace the ‘Ow, Wow and Now’ approach to spirituality moving forward with a real focus 
around this language of spirituality during this special week. Children will also access a prayer space during the week 
and a two-hour visit to our new, refreshed SARA garden (spiritual and reflection area, see 
https://annedwards.gloucs.sch.uk/sara-spiritual-and-reflection-area-garden-makeover-mar-21/). Teachers will follow 
up in class with a dedicated session to produce spiritualty posters to share at the following Monday's collective 
worship as well as to display in class on their spiritualty board. It is really important to focus beyond the physical, 
technological and material and we are very much looking forward to the week. 
 
You may have noticed our community police officers around school quite regularly recently. Please don’t panic – 
since I joined the school we also have a new PCSO, Kim Collins, and we are both really keen to extend our working 
relationship and engage as much as possible with our local community. We do receive county-wide notifications of 
incidents which PCSOs across the locality will respond to through visibility around their respective schools but they 
will also simply just spend time around the site to make themselves available and to be visible to children and 
present. On one occasion, they came to speak to me about a local competition and thought it would be exciting for 
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the children to see the blue lights – maybe a little too exciting for me at the end of a school day, but it was meant in 
good faith! Kim is also supporting us, along with the parish council, in road safety issues around our site, particularly 
on Broadway Lane & Berkeley Close.  Please note that two parents have contacted us about seeing children not 
looking before crossing the road; we have spoken to UKS2 about this but please can you all remind your children of 
the need to stop, look and listen before crossing. Thank you. 
 
To help further extend our community work and develop the services we offer as a school, my plan is for us to open 
a community room in 2022-23 where parents and carers can drop-in after their older children come into school in 
the morning for a catch-up, coffee and play and also at other times for support, play and groups. I’m really excited by 
this project and would be happy to share my ideas with an on-site visit if any of you are interested next year and to 
seek your ideas and suggestions. 
 
When it comes to contacting me, please note that, although I post regularly and enjoy looking at class updates, I do 
not tend to use Class Dojo to communicate with parents and carers. This means that a message may go unread. If 
you would like to get hold of me then generally please contact the school office for them to forward me a message 
or to make an appointment or, if it is more serious, drop me an email at head@annedwardsprimary.co.uk. You will 
appreciate that I receive vast numbers of emails each day, so please copy in the admin email address unless it is 
strictly confidential. While on the subject of communicating with staff, colleagues are regularly receiving Dojo 
messages or emails after 5pm, some as late as 10 or 11.00 in the evening. I appreciate that you may have an 
important issue to share but please can you save to draft and send in the morning. Please note that staff will not 
respond after 5pm (they are likely to still be working but focused on planning, preparation and assessment rather 
than checking communications). 
 
Thank you to everyone who has so far completed our parent/carer questionnaire. This will close next week so please 
do take a few moments to share your feedback this way if you have not had a chance already. 
 
Finally, in this section, I wrote to parents and carers of children in the EYFS/KS1 bubble earlier this week to inform 
them of a change to pick-up arrangements that will be starting next Monday, 21st June (currently only showing as 
53% likely to rain at 3.00!). KS2 adults, please be aware that younger families will be exiting the school via the 
pedestrian gate and that arrangements for your older children leaving the site are unchanged. EYFS/KS1 parents and 
carers: remember that we must insist on face coverings when you pass onto our site other than for those who are 
exempt. Please allow the staff to manage this and I would like to engender a sense of trust among us so that we 
understand why someone may not be wearing a covering, which will generally be signified by use of the sunflower 
exemption lanyard. Also note that unfortunately dogs are not allowed on school premises. 
 
Sports Day 
Sports day will take place on Wednesday 7th July. Unfortunately, this looks slightly different to previous years. In line 
with current guidelines, parents will not be invited to watch sports day this year. Instead we will be producing a 
video to celebrate the day. All children will be able to experience the excitement and enjoyment of racing their 
friends in a number of different races and then will be able to score even more points for their house during field 
events section of the day.  

This year, the children just need to wear their yellow PE t-shirt, black shorts/skirts and trainers. Please also provide a 
drinks bottle, hat and sun-cream (weather appropriate).   

Staffing Update 
At the end of this academic year, Miss Smith’s fixed-term teaching contract comes to an end, meaning that she will 
be leaving us this summer. Miss Smith will be taking up a teaching position in Siddington and I would like to take this 
public opportunity to thank her for everything she has done over the past two years for Ann Edwards, including 
teaching, leading on art across the school and all of her work this year with early reading and phonics. I’m sure you 
will join with me in wishing Miss Smith every success and happiness in her next adventure. 
 
Forest School volunteer opportunity 
Do you have a couple of hours to spare between 1-3pm on Mondays, Tuesdays or Thursdays next year? 
Do you love being outdoors, come rain or shine? 
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If a child finds a worm or pile of slug eggs, can you be as excited and intrigued as they are and join the child in their 
explorations? 
Are you good at pretending to eat mud pies and grass soup when a child serves up delicious delights from their mud 
kitchen cafe? 
If you have answered 'yes' to these questions, we would love to hear from you!  
We are searching for a volunteer to help our Forest School Leaders Miss Lund and Mrs Horne on one or more 
afternoons next when the children from across the school have their Forest School sessions.  
Our Forest School afternoons encourage the development of children's emotional and physical development through 
outdoor play, activities and exploration in the woodland environment; supporting the children to grow in 
independence, confidence, communication skills and self-esteem.  
No experience necessary. Just enthusiasm, energy and an enjoyment of the outdoors! 
 
Please note that next year each class will have regular forest school sessions throughout the year, starting in 
September. 
 
Autumn term after-school clubs  
We are currently exploring after-school clubs for September. Staff-run clubs, other than choir, will start after the 
October half-term break due to the amount of training for new initiatives at the beginning of the new academic year 
taking place on different afternoons but we are looking to set up some exciting provision run by private providers 
from the start of the academic year. We wrote earlier this week to gauge interest in a KS2 art club which represents a 
new opportunity as part of our work towards the ArtsMark Award, and Mr Parker and I are currently exploring 
possibilities for Key Stage 1 (we will let new EYFS children settle in before offering them any clubs). Next week there 
will be information coming out about a potential new KS2 yoga club (which may extend to younger children later in 
the academic year).  
 
Chilzone closure 27th and 28th September 
Due to important staff training being undertaken in partnership with local schools, I’m giving you advance notice that 
unfortunately Chilzone will be closed for after-school care on Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th September. I apologise 
for any inconvenience caused. 

 
Key Dates 

Monday 21st June Year 6 trip to Oxenwood 
 New EYFS/KS1 pick-up arrangements begin 
Tuesday 22nd June Yr3/4 Badminton Estate Trip 
Wednesday 23rd June Welcome evening for Reception 2021 parents/carers 
 * now virtual * 
Friday 2nd July UKS2 Watersports Club trip to Monmouth 
Monday 5th July Yr6 Drugs and Peers Workshop 
 Sports Day 
Monday 12th July Spirituality Week 

UKS2 Water Sports Club presentation event 
Monday 19th July Yr6 Leavers’ Service and after school send-off fun 
Wednesday 21st July End of term 6: 1.30pm finish 

 Monday 6th September     Academic year 2021-2 starts for Y1-6 pupils 
 Tuesday 7th September    Staggered start for new Reception pupils begins 
       ‘Meet the teacher’ event after school – crèche provided 

Tuesday 27th September & Chilzone closed for training – no after-school provision 
Wednesday 28th September      available 

        
Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Ian Moore, 

Headteacher  
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