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Friday 11th September 2020  
Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Autumn Term 1 2020 

Helpful Heroes 
Welcome Back 

 
We hope you all had a lovely and relaxing summer holiday and are looking forward to an exciting 
year with lots of lovely learning. Firstly, we wanted to say a huge Thank You for your support and 
cooperation with the children’s smooth transition back into school. It certainly has been a very 
strange few months and we couldn’t be happier with how well the children have adapted to being 
back in school. It has been so lovely to hear happy children on the playground again. We have a busy 
term upon us! Our new topic is called ‘Helpful Heroes’ and we will be focussing on History. In 
Literacy we will be looking at writing stories, diaries and some non-fiction as the term progresses.  In 
Maths we will focus on number sequences, number facts, counting and place value. Our Science will 
be identifying and investigating materials. 
 
In History we will be looking at the Great Fire of London! We will be learning 
about where London is and how it has changed, how they put out the fire in 
1666 and how the fire service has changed over time. Each term, we will place a 
copy of our topic web on our class pages on the school website which details 
what we plan to cover.  In PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 
Education) our topic is called ‘Make Me A Superhero’, which focuses on resilience.  
 
If you haven’t already, please sign up to ClassDojo as soon as possible. We found that in lockdown it 
was a very useful tool for keeping in contact with each other and it was lovely to share pictures of 
the children’s super learning.  We will also be posting important messages on there regarding PE 
days etc, as well as photos of what we have been doing at school; I know lots of the children forget 
everything they did at school when you pick them up! 
 

Year 1 will be going to Forest School every other week until the end of the autumn term; 
after the Christmas holidays it will be the Year 2’s turn. We will send out reminders on 

ClassDojo when it is your child’s week at Forest School.  
 
Our PE days are Monday and Wednesday. We will be playing outdoor games on the 
playground in our phase bubble.  Children will need to come to school in PE 
shorts/tracksuit trousers, t-shirt, trainers and a sweatshirt.  Please ensure all items of 
clothing are named, including shoes. We will be running the mile only on these days to start with so 
please do not bring in additional trainers. 
 
Reading Books 
Pupils who regularly read at home and school make considerably more progress in reading and this 
also has a significant impact on their writing skills and overall vocabulary. Please support the school 
by hearing your child read each night or a minimum of four evenings a week to enable them to share 
books and achieve their reading certificates.  It is, of course, important to read to your child as much 
as possible too. We have guided reading sessions as well as individual reading during the week. This 

http://www.annedwards.gloucs.sch.uk/
http://www.manorhouse.cheshire.sch.uk/our-awards-1/international-projects-1


term we will be encouraging the children to achieve their award for 25 reads. However, for the time 
being we will only be changing books once a week on a Monday. The children will be given 2/3 new 
books a week, signposted to an online platform to read 2 additional books and a picture book for 
you to read with them. Online books will be on PhonicsBug, Oxford Owl or Accelerated Reader (later 
on in the year). If you have any school reading books or library books at home, please send them in 
with your child as soon as possible. There will be a box to put them in as your child enters the 
building this is in line with current health and safety guidelines. 
 
Home Learning Books  
Back in March, we gave each child a book to record their home learning work in. If you still have 
these, could you please send them into school in your child’s bag.  
 
Phonics 
Both Year 1 and 2 will have their phonics screening check this year. We will be sending home phonics 
activities in the coming weeks for you to practise at home. The DfE have scheduled the Year 2 
phonics screening check to be held in Autumn Term 2. Phonics is an important element of learning 
to read and write, and it’s fun too! 
 
Class Bears 
Our class bears will have to stay at school at the moment due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
We will look after them here until they can go home with the children at some point in 
the future.  
 
Reminders 

- Please can the children bring in water bottles that contain water only, not squash.  

- Children are not allowed to bring in toys, books or games from home. The only exception to 
this is on their birthday when they may bring in a birthday book.  

- Children do not need to bring in snacks now because we have fruit back in school. If they 
would like to bring in some fruit then that is suitable, please remember we are a no citrus 
school.  

- Please can children begin to bring in coats and jumpers as the weather gets chillier. This is to 
prepare for if the weather changes during the day! 

- In lunchboxes, please can children have utensils that they need for lunchtime.  

- Please can children bring in a bag that is big enough to fit their books in. This could be a 
backpack or a book bag.  

 
Bikeability  
Mr Thomas, our PE Lead, has booked something exciting for Year 1 this year! They will be having 
‘Bikeability’ lessons on a Friday afternoon. The aim of the sessions is about gaining practical skills 
and understanding how to cycle on today’s roads. It gives everyone the skills and confidence for all 
kinds of cycling. We are keeping the children safe by keeping them in small groups of 10, all 
equipment is provided by the instructor which has been previously sterilised and it will be 
thoroughly sanitised in between groups.  
 
Please feel free to speak to us at any time should you have a query or would like to find out more 
about the activities we are planning. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Miss Ward, Mrs Connolly, Miss Smith and Mr Mobey 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Teaching Team 
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